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START:

PICNIC PAVILION

Start at the Pavilion o on the picnic field. Look to its right to see
a sweet chestnut — notice the spiral edges in its bark and

clusters of spiky fruits with their shiny red/brown nuts in Autumn.
To the other side of the pavilion is a mixed group of trees including
London plane, Norway maple, downy birch and yew. You may see
a nuthatch or tree creeper hopping up and down their trunks. Keep
the Pavilion on your right and head up the slope past crocuses in

Spring.

Take the paved path that bears off to the right passing garlic
alliums which smell strongly of onions in Spring! Keep going until
you see a path leading down towards a bridge and cross the burn.
If you prefer, you can cross the burn via the stepping stones 6 by
taking an earlier path to your right and down some steps.

Once across, turn right and follow the path beside the river. At a
crossroads, take the right-hand fork and follow the path down
some steps, to reach the Old Mill ruins 9 This was one of several
watermills using the Ouseburn power for grinding corn or grinding
flint. It's hard to imagine that the Ouseburn was once an industrial
hub, lined with mills!

Cross the bridge in front of the
Old Mill, next to the largest of the
waterfalls in the Dene. Turn left
immediately after crossing the
bridge, keeping the Ouseburn to
your left.

Cross the next bridge on your left, known as the

Giant's Footsteps o bridge, and turn right at its end.

Follow the path along the bank, forking left uphill at the first
junction. Look out on the left for examples of cut-leaved and
copper varieties of beech, a Sawara cypress from Japan with
cinnamon coloured bark next to a spindle (euonymus) and a
Japanese maple (acer), underplanted with periwinkle — clear signs
of Lord Armstrong’s original planting. Occasionally you may catch
sight of the shy hawfinch among the beech trees.

Turn right at the next opportunity, to drop back down to the
Ouseburn, past crocuses to your right in Spring. Bats may be seen
flitting among the trees in the evening. Turn left and follow the path
signposted Visitor Centre and Pets Corner. On your way, notice

the old yew hanging so far across the Ouseburn that its branches
nearly touch this bank — although it looks precarious, it is
apparently stable!

Follow the fork left and pass the wishing well 9 onto higher
ground, passing different forms of yew - amongst the longest living
trees on earth. In the Autumn, the female yews form the bright

red fleshy fruit, the seeds of which are highly toxic. Look closely at
the holly trees’ leaf shapes which vary considerably on the same
tree! You'll see a golden holly and also the variety crispa which has
contorted leaves.

Take the first path right

(not wheelchair friendly!)

to cross the arched bridge

to Lord Armstrong'’s ruined
Banqueting Hall o Keep the
building on your right

and admire Lord Armstrong’s
showpiece planting of rare trees
on the opposite bank.

Return across the stone bridge and take the narrow steps down at
the bridge buttress on your right. Turn right on the path to
continue upstream, noticing little fresh-water shrimps and small
black leeches just below the weir and under the stones at the
water’'s edge and if you're lucky, a heron.

Pass the sadly derelict building, Deepdene House, for which new
uses are being considered to bring it back to life, past the
remnants of part of the old mill race on your right, to reach where
two bridges o cross the burn together, one originally intended for
Lord Armstrong and his guests, the other for the public. The remains
of the buttresses of a third bridge are hidden in the foliage.

Cross over either of the ivy and moss-covered bridges and @
around the open space of the picnic field back to reach

the pavilion shelter o where you started. \/

If you wish, you can join the southern nature trail at either the
Banqueting Hall or the wishing well.

The Dene is always changing and there are different things to see
at different times in the year. We hope you have enjoyed your walk
and will come again.

grervenos or - To help us preserve and enhance the Dene,
ND please join the Friends of Jesmond Dene, at
DENE
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NORTHERN ROUTE

EASY-MODERATE - MOSTLY PAVED WITH SOME STEPPED ROUTES
1.5 MILES MAX || 30-45 MINS
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