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NATURE TRAIL - SOUTHERN

Millfield House

Wishing Well —— Accessible Route — Bridge
Pets’ Corner Banqueting Hall Path (some steep) 14 Toilets
Coleman’s Field Rhododendrons Steps & Accessible Toilets
Small Weirs

Armstrong Bridge Road




START:

MILLFIELD
VISITOR CENT

Start at Millfield House Visitor Centre o where there is a café &
toilets next to the Red Walk.

At e Pets’ Corner*, find
hens, rabbits, goats, ducks
and other birds.

At e Coleman’s Field, enjoy the space, a picnic, or the
mini-train** and in Spring, see the beautiful Rhododendron
Praecox.

Go upstream on the Red Walk to see a number of man-made o
small weirs, where you may see mallards or moorhens. On your
right the Old Mill Leat (mill race) is marked by a dip parallel to the
roadway.

Continue upstream passing the Banqueting Hall on the far bank,
now a preserved ruin. More about this later.

Pass underneath a beautiful arched bridge, adorned with ivy, ferns
and mosses. From here you can see:

- native ash trees (Fraxinus Excelsior) which
have black buds on grey twigs in winter and
bunches of single winged seeds in Autumn.
« hazels (Corylus Avellana), with their
bunches of yellow catkins in Spring and nuts
in Autumn.

- silver birch trees, with silvery coloured bark
and yellow catkins in Spring.

- (maybe) grey wagtails and sticklebacks in
the water.

Continue upstream, watching out for windflowers (Anemone
Nemorosa), Lesser Celandine and wild garlic (Allium Ursinum) in
Spring. Take the first turning on your right, passing the Wishing Well
6 on your right. On the far bank at this point you will see various
cypresses, a Noble Fir and Dawn Redwood. Continue up the path,
looking for a red oak on your right with wonderful autumn colour.

Take the first path (not wheel-
'\ chair friendly!) on your right to
cross the arched bridge to the
Banqueting Hall 0 Here,
keeping the ruins on your right,
follow the rough path to admire
Lord Armstrong'’s set piece
planting on the opposite bank.

Recross the bridge and take the path to your right. Pass banks of
rhododendrons e and hollies— planted in Victorian times. Now
either:

- Continue upwards signposted to Heaton Park and through the
tunnel, keeping to the left-hand path. There are two Japanese
Cedars (Cryptomeria) near the end of the Dene. At the park exit,
turn right and walk on to Armstrong Bridge 0 *** to admire the
aerial view of Jesmond Dene. Retrace your steps back into the park,
take the second path on your left down the hill, turn left to reach
Red Walk, then right to return to Millfield House;

or

« Turn right down a short flight of steps before the tunnel, back to
the path that runs alongside the Ouseburn, close to Busy Cottages.
Bear left to return to the starting point at Millfield House.

Information to note:

* Pet’s Corner is free but contributions are welcome.

** The mini-train typically runs on weekends in the warmer months
*** Jesmond Food Market takes place on the first and third
Saturday every month. For up to date news and vendor lists visit:

.

@jesmondfoodmarket

f /jesmondfoodmarket
@ jesmondfoodmarket.co.uk

The Dene is always changing and there are different things to see
at different times in the year. We hope you have enjoyed your walk
and will come again.

greruenos or - To help us preserve and enhance the Dene,
please join the Friends of Jesmond Dene, at

7 ENE www.jesmonddene.org.uk/join-us/

EASY-MODERATE - MOSTLY PAVED WITH SOME STEPPED ROUTES
1.5 MILES MAX || 30-45 MINS

The Friends of Jesmond Dene prepared this booklet, based on an earlier
version by Newcastle City Council Parks Rangers. © May 2022. All rights
reserved.



