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The AGM was held on Sunday, 21st May 2023 at 14.00 hrs at Millfield House 

courtesy of the Risi family.  

All members were sent the agenda and minutes of the last meeting (2022). Officers 

were proposed, seconded  and elected as following.

 Chair  current Clive Gerrard

 Treasurer current  Jacki Holmes

 Secretary current  acting – Yvonne Shannon

Elected committee members: Geoffrey Carter, Susan Lord, John Blakemore, John Telfer. 

Sarah Capes will be the co-opted representative from Urban Green Newcastle.

Geoffrey Carter is our Independent examiner for the annual accounts.

Patron: - John Grundy

  

Thank you to all our members for the donations and subscriptions, with your help The 

FOJD have been able to fund projects to help maintain and improve the Dene.  This 

year we have been able to fund an urgent repair needed for an aviary in Pets Corner.

I need to stress once again that It is very important that more people join

the committee so we can safeguard the future of the FOJD. All members

are welcome to attend meetings if you want to give it a go.

If  you have any proposals for the officer posts, or want to become a

Committee member please email: friends.of.jesmond.dene@gmail.com

The next AGM will be  May 2024. 

A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  

mailto:friends.of.jesmond.dene@gmail.com
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T H E  H U N T  F O R  P R I N C E  H A L

Henrietta Heald is the author of Magician of the North, a biography of William Armstrong, 

Baron Armstrong of Cragside (1810–1900).  Henrietta is a staunch supporter of the Banqueting 

Hall in Jesmond Dene, and first raised concerns about this painting in an article for ‘The 

Spectator’.

The Hunt for Prince Hal

A monumental painting of the future King Henry V by John Callcott Horsley, once in public 

ownership, has disappeared from its unique home in Newcastle. 

Horsley (1817–1903) is best remembered as the creator in 1843 of the first Christmas 

card, but he had many other strings to his bow. As a member from 1861 of the Cranbrook 

Colony, a group of artists based at Cranbrook in Kent, Horsley championed the art of genre 

painting, depicting scenes from daily life, real or imaginary. He also excelled at portraiture.

By the time he was elected a Royal Academician in 1864, Horsley’s reputation was 

already well established. In 1847, he had won a prize for a painting shown at a National 

Exhibition in Westminster Hall, part of the Houses of Parliament. The painting is often referred to 

as Prince Hal, but its full title is Henry V, when Prince of Wales, believing the King to be Dead, 

Takes the Crown from the Cushion. It is 14 feet 3 inches (406 cm) tall and 10 feet (305 cm) wide. 

A review in the Illustrated London News, which published the engraving shown here, praised the 

treatment of color, light and shade, and its representation of the two figures. ‘In point of 

execution, this picture is very fine,’ wrote the reviewer, ‘the silk, velvet, and furs, being wrought 

with wonderful attention to texture.’ Horsley had several enquiries from potential buyers but, he 

said, ‘they all fell through because of the great size of the work’.

Prince Hal was eventually bought in the late 1860s by the inventor and industrialist Sir William 

Armstrong, a friend of Horsley, who wanted to hang it in his new Banqueting Hall in Jesmond 

Dene, a rural enclave on the eastern edge of Newcastle. The original hall, by John Dobson, was 

not big enough for the painting, so Armstrong hired the young architect Richard Norman Shaw to 

design an extension to accommodate it. Shaw also created a gatehouse and made other 

improvements to the hall. This was Shaw’s first commission for Armstrong, who had recently built a 

sporting lodge in the Northumberland countryside and named it Cragside. Soon afterwards, 

Shaw set about transforming Cragside (now in the care of the National Trust) into what became 

known as ‘the palace of a modern magician’.
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In 1883 Armstrong handed over Jesmond Dene and the Banqueting Hall to the people of 

Newcastle by Deed of Gift and made a separate covenant to finance the upkeep of the 

property. The dene would become a public park, he said, and the hall should be used for 

‘lectures, recitals, concerts, banquets and meetings … connected with arts, literature, science or 

education’. The hall had originally been intended as a place where Armstrong could hold tea 

parties for his employees; it had later been used to entertain his friends and business clients. 

Furniture, statues, paintings – including Prince Hal – formed part of the bequest, as did a water-

powered pipe organ.

For much of its history, the Banqueting Hall was well cared for by the Corporation of Newcastle 

(later Newcastle City Council), but its fortunes declined dramatically in the 1960s and 1970s, 

when the roof of the original structure was removed. A campaign is now under way to save this 

unique piece of British community architecture and to restore it for the purposes that Armstrong 

intended.

Horsley’s Prince Hal survived in the hall well into the second half of the 20th century – it appears 

there in a photograph of 1959 – but it must have been taken away by the time the roof was 

dismantled. No one seems to know its fate after that. It may have been sold by the auctioneers 

Anderson & Garland in a sale of 1977, which included furniture from the hall, but – even if that 

could be firmly established – no official record of its purchaser exists. The mystery remains how 

an important royal painting of such vast proportions could apparently vanish without trace.

HENRIETTA HEALD FOJD

If you can tell us anything at all about the 

whereabouts of this painting or, what 

happened to it please let us know at

yvonne@thepriorys.co.uk or 

friends.of.jesmond.dene@gmail.com

mailto:yvonne@thepriorys.co.uk
mailto:friends.of.jesmond.dene@gmail.com
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W I L L I A M  A R M S T R O N G ’ S  

E N V I R O N M E N T A L I S M  A N D  T H E  

P R O D U C T I O N  O F  J E S M O N D  D E N E

Keaton Bailey has graduated from the University of Northumberland with a BA (Hons) History with 

International Multidisciplinary Innovation.  His dissertation was based on Jesmond Dene and Lord 

W. Armstrong.

 Walking through Jesmond Dene with its lovely wilderness and greenery, it is hard to believe the 

area is a product of Victorian machinery. Jesmond Dene, its landscape today, was mostly created 

by the great local industrialist William George Armstrong (1810-1900) and donated to 

Newcastle in 1883. Armstrong was a maker, he created hydraulic cranes, armaments and ships 

but, as I have recently argued in my dissertation, he was a maker of places. Fundamentally, I 

argue that in the mind of this Victorian industrialist, Jesmond Dene was not so different to the 

Elswick Works- Armstrong’s manufactory of heavy machinery. Armstrong’s geologist friend Thomas 

Sopwith records seeing Armstrong direct a mass of workmen in the planting and laying out of the 

Dene in the 1860s (Sopwith, Diaries, Journal 85, pp. 22-23.)- as if the Dene was a wooded 

Elswick. The environmentalism that influenced the landscaping of the Dene from the 1860s-1880s 

made the barrier between the organic and industrial permeable.

When laying out the Dene, Armstrong was aesthetically influenced by Romanticism. The Romantic 

Movement emerged in the late-eighteenth century- ironically in reaction to industrialisation- and 

idealised nature and pre-industrial rural society. Romantic examples in the Dene, both manmade 

and “natural”, are Mabel’s Mill, the Waterfall, Blackberry Crag and Jesmond Grotto. The 

preservation of the Mill represents the cottage economy Romantic idealised, which you could find 

in the writings of William Wordsworth, John Ruskin and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, they argued that 

this proto-industry was-aesthetically at least- more harmonious with the environment. However, the 

latter examples were also “made” to some extent through Armstrong's industrial interventions. The 

Waterfall was blown up with dynamite and the rubble was used to heighten the cascade by 

sealing it with concrete, which you can still see evidence of. The sluice gates behind the Waterfall 

and throughout the Ouseburn were used to make the watercourse more reminiscent of Armstrong's 

Coquetdale youth. Both the Grotto and Crag were active quarries up to the 1870s, as can be seen 

by their flat boulder walls, and their height was similarly extended like the Waterfall.

Armstrong’s Romanticism had a Northern flavour which celebrated the industries that enriched 

Tyneside -and himself- throughout the nineteenth century. Armstrong’s intellectual group, the ‘New 

Northumbrians’ (Robert Colls, 2019, p. 151.), melded the chimneys and workshops of Tyneside 

with its organic environment. The New Northumbrians idealised and celebrated North-East miners 

in a similar way Southern Romantics idealised farmers’ relationship with nature. Digging into the 

bosom of the Earth, uncovering organic fuel made of million-year-old flora, as if they were 

chthonic foresters, gave Northumbrians an intimate knowledge of nature; and so, did their 

employers whose knowledge of geology and hydraulics could result in a whole district's 

employment. In the context of Jesmond Dene, the area represented the organic-industrial 

landscape of the New Northumbrians a Romantic landscape of both the mythical Northern past as 

well as contemporary exploitative industries.

 Of course, this view of the environment of the Dene and the wider North-East was easy for 

Armstrong to imagine in the comfort of his Banqueting Hall surrounded by his private estate. The 

success of Armstrong’s industries not only degraded Newcastle’s environment but also 
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necessitated the demand for open public spaces. When Armstrong’s Elswick Works was first 

established in 1848, the area was a peri-rural town of meadows and pleasant countryside walks; 

by 1890 the Works, producing bridges, hydraulic cranes, warships and armaments, stretched for 

over a mile in length and an ‘area of seventy acres’ (Frederick Dolman, 1893, p. 571). The Works 

transformed Elswick into one of Newcastle’s most important industrial districts and confined the 

locals- many of whom were Armstrong’s employees- into unsanitary slums and polluted 

environments. Kenneth Warren persuasively argues that the contrast in living conditions between 

Elswick and Jesmond Dene, which many of Armstrong’s employees knew about when they were 

invited to the banqueting Hall, probably contribute to the Tyneside Engineers Strike of 1871 

(Kenneth Warren, 2010, pp. 129-131). Another nearby open space Armstrong destroyed was the 

mile-long Tyne island of King’s Meadow, it held dairy farms, a pub and horse races. Armstrong 

directly petitioned the Tyne Improvement Commission to dredge the island between the 1860s-

1880s to allow easier maritime access to his Works. Armstrong’s industries directly contributed to 

urban sprawl and terrible working conditions and contributed to the demand for ‘People’s Parks’ in 

Newcastle in the 1880s.

And if I could indulge a bit more in iconoclasm, the Donation of the Dene improved Armstrong’s 

social standing. The 1884 opening of the Dene gained national attention because the ceremony 

was undertaken by Prince Albert and Princess Alexandra. Further, the fact Armstrong had carved 

his name into the landscape- at the time what is now Armstrong Park, Jesmond Dene and Heaton 

Park were collectively termed ‘Armstrong Park’- has done well for his public relations. The Deed of 

Gift that transferred the Jesmond estate to Newcastle also came with strings attached. Armstrong, 

and his wife Margaret, continued to manage the park after 1884, continued to collect rent from 

residents in the Dene, and forced Newcastle Council to pay £10,000 (Newcastle Courant, 22 

August 1884, p. 3) to improve the walls between the Dene and Armstrong’s adjacent dairy farms 

in Heaton. Finally, Armstrong was allowed to freely move his cattle through the Dene- as is 

believed to be the purpose of the eponymous iron girder bridge in the south of the Dene. Opening 

the Dene to the public including, locals, the royal family and the national press, allowed Armstrong 

to demonstrate his work as a pastoralist and landscapist, as well as an industrialist.

‘View in Jesmond Dene, Newcastle upon Tyne’, by William 

Ryott (1817 - 1873)  Shipley Art Gallery
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I hope I have done well in touching upon the interplay of the organic and the industrial that made 

Jesmond Dene. There were other forces that impacted the Dene’s maker, such as sanitation, green 

energy and class. Other individuals too played a role like Margaret Armstrong, Thomas Sopwith 

and John Hancock. There is so much more to explore about Armstrong’s environmentalism, and I 

hope to pursue this further academically. I’d like to thank the Friends of Jesmond Dene for assisting 

me on my first step in this pursuit.

Bibliography

Colls, R., ‘The New Northumbrians’, in Robert Colls (ed.), Northumbria: History and Identity 547-

2000 (Stroud: The History Press, 2019), pp. 151-177.

Dolman, F., ‘Notable men and their work: Lord Armstrong, C. B., and Newcastle-upon-Tyne’, The 

Ludgate, Vol. V, (1893), pp. 571-582.

‘The Royal Visit to the North’, Newcastle Courant, 22 August 1884, p. 3.

TS/Sopwith (Thomas) Diaries- Sopwith, T., Sopwith Diaries (1828-1879), Journal 85.

 KEATON BAILEY  BA (Hons) History with International Multidisciplinary Innovation  
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THE GROVE – not yet a public right of way

The footpath known as The Grove has long been recognised as having ancient historic connections. It 

has been linked to the route Pilgrims used to access the Holy Well and St. Marys Chapel. 

The way is marked by two stone pillars at the east end of Reid Park Road which denote the coach 

and carriage entrance to the old Manor House (now demolished); it comes out near Osborne Road.  

Previous generations referred to the path as  ‘Lovers Lane’ and, as far back as 1725, Henry Bourne 

made this observation.

‘Pilgrim Street Gate. This Street got its name from the Pilgrims , who came from all Parts of this 

Kingdom to worship at our Lady's Chapel at Jesmond. There was an Inn in this Street, which the Pilgrims 

in their journey were wont to call at, which occasioned their constant coming up this street, and so it got 

its name of Pilgrim Street, as the Inn did that of the Pilgrims Inn.’  

The path has been used constantly on a regular basis for hundreds of years including all those who 

visit the Holy Well as a place of worship or for historic interest.  Indeed, the FOJD held a guided 

walk to visit this scheduled monument in July this year. 

Photographs of the ancient footpath used by Pilgrims and, the old entrance to the Manor House. The 

footpath is currently known as The Grove (The Holy Well is just on the right of the second 

photograph.)

Despite the footpath having such a historic origin it has surprised many Jesmond Residents that it is 

not a Public Right of Way.

This came to light when an increasing number of residents whose gardens back onto the Grove were 

moving their garden boundary fence into the Grove Footpath. 

Indeed, one property owner applied for planning permission to have their boundary fence moved a 

significant way into The Grove footpath. 

Fortunately following a large number of objections from Jesmond residents the council rejected the 

application.

In order to preserve and protect the footpath an application has been submitted to Newcastle upon 

Tyne Council to have The Grove registered on the definitive map as a Public Right of Way.

If you can provide personal evidence that you have used The Grove Footpath for more than 20 

years and would like to support the application to have this path registered as a Public Right of 

Way please complete the Public Right of Way User Evidence form which can be found on the 

Council website and submit it to Newcastle Council:

 https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/sites/default/files/User%20Evidence%20Form.pdf

            FOJD
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F O J D  E V E N T S  2 0 2 3

Thank you to everyone who took part in the FOJD Guided Walks and supported the Friends in 

this way.

‘The Royal Route’ guided walk by Friends 

of Jesmond of Jesmond Dene.

Sunday 2oth August 2023. 

        YVONNE SHANNON FOJD 

Dawn Chorus nature walk.  (Part 

of Jesmond Community Festival) 

Saturday 13th May 2023.

Heaton Park Walk

(Part of Jesmond 

Community Festival) 

Saturday 3rd June 

2023.

St Mary's Chapel and Holy Well 

Sunday 2nd July 2023.
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T H E  G R E E N  F L A G  A W A R D  

The Green Flag was again awarded to Jesmond Dene, so very well done to all involved. 

Pets’ Corner has been a popular attraction 

in Jesmond Dene for almost 60 years, (on 

4th September 2023) but recently the FOJD 

were made aware that the large aviary 

needed urgent repair.  

Because Pets’ Corner is open to the 

elements some of the structures had become 

broken. Inside the aviary, a combination of 

softening wood and the inquisitive beaks of 

the birds led to some significant damage. 

The Friends of Jesmond Dene (i.e., thanks 

to all our subscribers and supporters) 

donated £2,300, which enabled repairs to 

be made by installing new metal uprights 

and brackets; ensuring the aviary remains a 

safe place for the birds and an enjoyable 

place for people to visit. It also means the 

aviary will remain in Pets’ Corner for many 

years to come. 

 CLIVE GERRARD (CHAIR) FOJD 

T H E  A V I A R Y,  P E T S  C O R N E R

B A N Q U E T I N G  H A L L  C O R R E C T I O N S

“John Telfer has sent a couple of corrections to his article in the last newsletter about the 

water-powered organ in the Banqueting Hall.

The original 1862 Banqueting Hall was not accessed via the nearby bridge over the Ouseburn 

(the bridge was not built until 1870), but from the path which slopes down to the hall from 

Jesmond Dene Road.  Also, the Banqueting Hall was returned to the City Council following its 

the war-time use by the military in 1948, and not in 1945 as stated in the article.”

Photograph showing the FOJD plaque on the 

aviary in Pets Corner.

The next Newsletter Edition will feature ‘Pets 

Corner’ 60 years.  If you have any 

photographs or memories you are willing 

to share with our readers, please send 

them to:-

 

yvonne@thepriorys.co.uk 

mailto:yvonne@thepriorys.co.uk
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V O L U N T E E R  U P D A T E  

Cutting back vegetation on Jesmond Dene 

Road    

Summer tasks performed by Jesmond Dene Volunteer Rangers (2023) (The FOJD are most 

appreciative of the work carried out by these volunteers)

Ever since the end of the Covid lockdown a small group of four volunteer rangers have carried on 

working together, and that team has continued carrying out whatever work is required by the 

Rangers. Our team meets every Tuesday and Friday morning. There are separate volunteer sessions 

on a Wednesday morning run on a more casual basis for anyone who wishes to volunteer. There are 

several tasks that our group carries out:-

Litter Picking

Whenever we are going somewhere to work in the Dene one of us takes a black bag and some 

litter pickers so that we can pick up any litter we see on the way. Also, after sunny bank holidays we 

might do a litter pick in the areas where people have picnics. The worst thing is when we find a lot 

of discarded glass bottles as they are a pain to lug around. Recently while cutting back 

undergrowth at the edge of Jesmond Dene Road, we found 24 discarded vodka bottles (same 

brand) within a few metres.

Leaf blowing and path clearing

We had several sessions with the leaf blowers clearing the paths in Jesmond Dene. Although this is a 

task that occurs more at the start of winter. When the trees start to drop it's difficult to keep up with 

the shower of leaves. In addition to the leaf blowing, we spent time shovelling leaves and mud from 

the sides of various paths. If we have a leaf-blower, we then use that to give the path a last blast to 

clean it.

        

Path Edging by the Picnic Field
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Mending fences

My favourite task. Jesmond Dene contains a large amount of wooden fencing, most of which was 

installed many years ago. Unfortunately, the wooden supports eventually rot so that the fences keel 

over or are susceptible to vandalism. In places where the fences are above a steep drop it is 

important that they are promptly replaced. As the original fence supports have usually been 

concreted in, it is necessary to remove the old support. Most of the fencing is what is called racecourse 

fencing with the supports having notched tops and metal straps to secure the cross-beams. We try to 

re-use the cross-beams if they are in decent condition. To concrete the supports we use 'postcrete' 

which sets extremely quickly.

 Tidying up the Nature Area

Hedge Trimming and cutting back

We often trim back the hedges in the Dene. We do this with powered hedge trimmers and strimmers 

(if available) or loppers and shears. Hedge trimmers are much faster compared to using hand tools. 

We then dispose of the cuttings. We worked a few sessions cutting back the undergrowth in the 

garden behind Millfield House, which was quite a big job. We recently spent a couple of sessions in 

Coleman's Field edging the path there as well as clearing undergrowth from around the fruit trees. 

We have also done extensive cutting back of encroaching vegetation on Jesmond Dene Road.

Cleaning out the shelter in the picnic field

The shelter often needs cleaning out as leaves get blown in and litter is left there. If we are in the 

vicinity, we take brushes and sweep everything out.

Cleaning out the Old Mill building

We occasionally sweep out the Old Mill building and do a bit of weeding to keep it neat and tidy.

The Nature Area

The Nature Area (across the river from Pet's 

Corner) is not currently in use. There is a leak in 

the large dipping pond which we hope to sort 

out.  It looks rather sad at the moment with just a 

small pool of water at the bottom. We have 

looked for the source of the leak unsuccessfully 

and have decided to put a new plastic lining in 

place. This will take a considerable amount of 

work in clearing vegetation and digging out the 

bottom. We are currently trying to keep the rest 

of the Nature Area reasonably tidy. We recently 

had a session where we weeded the footpaths. 

We hope to do some more work in there soon.
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Tidying up the children's playground

We sometimes spend a session weeding the children's play area next to Pet's Corner and  

applying fresh chippings under the large swing. We have also mended the rubber matting around 

the children's slide to prevent trip hazards.

Removing invasive species

We have spent time removing invasive plants that crop up in the Dene. One is Himalayan Balsam, 

a plant with pink flowers which is found on riverbanks. If left, it takes over and drives out native 

species. It is quite easy to remove where it can be reached by pulling it up and leaving it to 

wither. Another invasive plant is the Few-Flowered Leek, a species of wild onion which can form 

dense carpets and smother other plants. Again, this is easy to uproot and leave in a heap to 

wither. The other invasive plant that we occasionally see is  Japanese Knotweed, but this is much 

harder to eradicate and needs professional treatment when found. This used to be quite common 

in Jesmond Dene but thanks to a program of eradication a few years ago there are only one or 

two examples left.

      

       DAVE POSTE  FOJD and Volunteer Ranger

Please see up to date activities and events:-

FOJD 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/757773184342507/ 

Web  https://www.jesmonddene.org.uk/ 

Urban Green 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/urbangreenncl/ 

Web  https://urbangreennewcastle.org/

Digging up Few- Flowered Leek Plants

https://www.facebook.com/groups/757773184342507/
https://www.jesmonddene.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/urbangreenncl/
https://urbangreennewcastle.org/
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Patron   John Grundy

Chair   Clive Gerrard

Treasurer  Jacki Holmes

Secretary  Vacant post – acting Yvonne Shannon

Members  Geoffrey Carter, John Blakemore, John Telfer

Membership Sec.   Susan Lord

Newsletter  Yvonne Shannon – proofreaders Keith Pringle, Sandra Grant

 Urban Green Representative         Sarah Capes@urbangreennewcastle.org
 

Webmaster Carlton Reid  https://www.jesmonddene.org.uk/ 

 Next Newsletter contributions or any other queries to: -

 Friends of Jesmond Dene, c/o Ouseburn Parks Visitor Centre, Millfield House, Red Walk,  

 Jesmond Dene, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE7 7BQ or email as above.

Subscriptions are set at a flat rate of £5 p.a. for households, paid by standing order.  Our Membership 

Secretary is available if you need help or advice on how to join - contact Susan Lord, at  

membership.fojd@gmail.com  or, FOJD at the address above.   To set up the standing order you will 

need the bank details for the Friends bank - The Sort Code is 30 93 55 The Account Number is 

01464356. Would you also please ask to assign a payment reference of your own full name (forename 

and surname) so that we can correctly identify your payment.

To join the FOJD contact Susan Lord, at the above address or  

membership.fojd@gmail.com 

To join the Jesmond Dene Volunteer Rangers please contact:

 Volunteering and Engagement Coordinator volunteer@urbangreennewcastle.org . 

Reg Charity no: 702260 Web:  https://www.jesmonddene.org.uk/

Postal address: ‘Friends of Jesmond Dene’, c/o Ouseburn Parks' Visitor Centre, Red Walk, Jesmond 

Dene, Newcastle, NE7 7BQ.

F R I E N D S  O F  J E S M O N D  D E N E

C O M M I T T E E  L I S T

mailto:sarah.capes@urbangreennewcastle.org
https://www.jesmonddene.org.uk/
mailto:membership.fojd@gmail.com
mailto:membership.fojd@gmail.com
mailto:volunteer@urbangreennewcastle.org
https://www.jesmonddene.org.uk/
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